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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


THE following discourse on “Prophets, Seers and Revelators” was delivered 
by President Joseph F. Smith at the Quarterly Conference of the Cache 
Stake of Zion, held in Logan, Sunday, October 29, 1893 :— 

President George Q. Cannon this morning expressed his feelings at the 
thought of being called a prophet, a seer, and a revelator, and being sus- 
tained as such by tlie vote of the people at our various conferences, and 
how the natural man shrank from the responsibility involved in this great 
calling. He expressed very clearly my own thoughts and feelings in 
relation to this subject; but on reflection 1 take some consolation to my- 
self in the fact that I am only one among many who are called to this high 
calling. We must remember that while there are but few upon whom is 
laid the responsibility of revealing to the people, by the inspiration of the 
Almighty, the word of the Lord for the building up of Zion, yet, if I com- 
prehend correctly the spirit of this work, it is that all who receive the 
spirit of the Gospel in their hearts are prophets, seers and revelators, in a 
certain sense; not to give the word of the Lord to the people for their 
government and direction, but to receive the same for their own guidance 
and knowledge of the doctrine, that it is of God. 

It is fair to suppose that this large congregation, or those of them who 
profess to be members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
have received the testimony of Jesus Christ. If we have not we need to 
become converted, that we may receive the Holy Ghost, which testifies of 
the Father and of the Son, which is the testimony of Jesus Christ. It is 
said in the Scriptures that “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.” If, therefore, men or women have received the testimony of 
Jesus, then they have received the spirit of prophecy; and if they have 
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received the spirit of prophecy and exercise that spirit, if only in the 
discharge of their persona] duty and for their own guidance, then they 
are prophets and prophetesses. The possession of the testimony of Jesus — 
Christ and the spirit of prophecy constitutes man as a prophet, a seer and 
a revelator. Noman can be a prophet, a seer or a revelator in the true 
sense, unless he has received the testimony of Jesus Christ, which is the 
spirit of prophecy. Hence I take some consolation to myself in knowing 
that I only bear my portion of this responsibility with many others. I 
see before me a host of men and women who should be as much prophets, 
seers and revelators in their spheres and callings, and for the purpose of 
their own {guidance in the path of truth, as President Woodruff is, or 
President Cannon, or as was the Prophet Joseph Smith, or any other man 
of God that has ever stood upon the earth. Of course, there is a distinc- 
tion that should be understood on this point. President Woodruff is 
called to be a prophet, seer and revelator to the whole Church. You and 
I are not called to act in this capacity ; but we are called to be the sons 
and daughters of God, and should have the testimony of Jesus in our 
hearts; and this constitutes prophets and seers; for when we have the 
Spirit of God we can see the truth and comprehend His purposes by the 
inspiration of the spirit that is within us. And every man and woman in 
the household of faith, if faithful, is as much entitled to the possession of 
that spirit as is President Woodruff. One of old said, “Would God that 
all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put His 
spirit upon them.” Paul, in exhorting the saints to seek after the gifts of 
the Gospel, said, “Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but 
rather that ye may prophesy.” If a man has the spirit of prophecy from 
God, he is a prophet. Not that he is thereby called to prophesy to the 
whole Church; not that he is necessarily called as a lawgiver unto the 
Church ; but he is called to be a child of God and to partake of the prin- 
ciples of light, intelligence, wisdom and knowledge, which come, through 
revelation, from God to man. It is right that every man and every 
woman should know of the doctrine for himself and herself; and inasmuch 
as we may all enjoy this spirit, and if we have this testimony in our 
hearts, then we are inspired of the Lord and are prophets. 

Furthermore, when we enter into the sacred places that the Lord has 
instituted for us in this dispensation, and receive certain ordinances and 
blessings that God has ordained for such as are worthy, we not only 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, the testimony of Jesus Christ, which 
is the spirit of prophesy, in our hearts, but we -become “the Lord’s 
annointed,” on whom rests great responsibility, and of whom the Lord will 
require faithfulness and virtue, honesty and uprightness, justice and 
charity, purity of heart and of life, and all the gifts and graces that per- 
tain to the Gospel. 

So that it is not such a terrible thought that one should be called a 
prophet, and that we should have this responsibility devolving upon us. 
Yet it is a most sacred thought; and while it may be regarded as a bless- 
ing common unto all who receive the Gospel, its prevalence does not 
diminish the individual responsibility of those who receive it. It is just 
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as sacred as though but one or two possessed it. You sustain the Presi- 
dency of the Church and the Twelve Apostles in the conferences as 
prophets, seers and revelators. That they may magnify this calling 
properly they should indeed be most faithful before our Father; for in 
thus being sustained they are called, not only to be revelators, to receive 
truth and inspiration from the Almighty for their own guidance, but also, 
as general officers of the Church, for the guidance and instruction of the 
people of God. Hence this is a requirement above that which is placed 
upon the people at large, and the responsibility is increased upon indi- 
viduals as they are called and appointed to certain positions in the 
Priesthood. But the principle is no more sacred in their keeping than it 
should be in yours; it is no more direct from God to them than it should 
be to you. It is not necessary that they should hold it more sacred in 
their hearts than you should hold it sacred in your hearts. 

It is Written, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resur- 
rection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests 
of God and His Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” Who 
is it in the kingdom of God that is not called to be a priest or a priestess, 
in holiness, in purity of life, in devotion to God, and in all the gifts and 
blessings of the Gospel? Ye are all called unto salvation, unto exaltation, 
and unto the gift of eternal life, and to obtain heavenly dominion, power 
and glory. This constitutes the priestly calling unto which the Saints of 
God are called. Should we not, therefore, look carefully to our conduct, 
to see whether we are worthy to receive the blessings that have been 
promised upon our heads, and that it is our privilege to receive through 
being adopted into the family of our Father? President Woodruff has 
been telling us that that spirit which prompts to do good is of God, 
while that spirit which prompts to do evil is not of God, but of that evil 
one. Where we discover within ourselves a disposition to take advantage 
of our neighbor, to be unforgiving toward our brother or toward any man, 
we may know that that is not of God. It is not the spirit that those who 
are entitled to become priests unto God should have. On the other hand, 
when we have a spirit of charity in our hearts, prompting us to be merci- 
ful, forgiving and charitable, we may know that we have the spirit of the 
Lord, and not the spirit of the evil one; for the spirit of the evil one 
does not prompt to charitable deeds, nor promote feelings of love and 
forgiveness. It is the duty of the Latter-day Saints, who should be 
prophets, seers and revelators, to live so that they shall know the truth 
when they hear it, that they shall be able to judge between good and evil, 
that none need say to them, “Know the Lord: for all shall know Him 
from the least to the greatest,” all being prophets and seers, inspired of 
God. This is the great work that lies before us, as 1 understand it. 

The Lord has called us together from the nations of the earth, as was 
shown to the Apostle John upon the Isle of Patmos. The voice of the 
angel crying, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Come out of what? 
Out of Babylon. We have been trying to come out of Babylon. The 
Lord, by the hand of our enemies, drove some of us out in the beginning 
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and planted our feet here, and said to us, through His servants, “Abide 
here and prosper. I will bless the land for your sake and make it fruit- 
ful.” “Here,” as the Prophet Brigham said, “we will build up a country, 
and also a temple.” These were promises made to the Latter-day Saints. 
But since we have been out here we have not all magnified our privileges 
as prophets, seers and revelators, but have dealt deceitfully, and foolishly, 
and have fallen into the ways and the fashions of Babylon. This is to be 
regretted, because it hinders the progress of the work of the Lord; it 
puts off the day of God’s power; it prolongs the work that we are engaged 
in. But, says one, is it possible for the sins of the people to put off the 
day of God’s power and the judgments of the Almighty? Why did not 
Zion’s Camp, which went up by the commandment of the Almighty, in 
1834, redeem Zion at that time? The Lord tells us why :— 


Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, 
speaking concerning the Church and not individuals, they might have 
n redeemed even now; but behold they have not learned to be 
obedient to the things which I require at their hands, but are full of all 
manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh Saints, 
to the poor and afflicted among them, and are not united according to the 
union required by the law of the celestial kingdom; and Zion cannot be 
built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom, 
otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself; and my ple must needs 
be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must n be, by the thin 
which they suffer. * * Therefore, in consequence of the 
t ression of my people, it is expedient in me that mine Elders should 
wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion, that they themselves 
may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and 
have experience, and know more = concerning their duty, and the 
ee oe I require at their hands. (Doctrine and Covenants Sec. 
05: 2-10 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


A MODERN JOSHUA. 


UNDER the above head H. J. Faust gives the following interesting sketch 
of the life of President John Taylor, through the columns of the Deseret 
News :— 

President John Taylor was a modern Joshua in many respects. He took 
the place of President Young, even as Joshua took the place of Moses 
anciently. The first we hear of him on this earth was that he was born 
in England. He received a common education at school; the high 
scholarship he attained to afterwards was acquired in every-day life. At 
& young age he was apprenticed to the wood-turner’s trade; at the age of 
twenty his father moved to Toronto, Canada, where he worked at bis 
trade. He had joined the Methodists in England and became an exhorter, 
which means that when the preacher is absent the exhorter takes his 
place, and in ordinary times do some of the hard praying and singing. 

John Taylor with a number of his young friends were not satisfied with 
their religion. They prayed to the Lord to show them the truth. About 
that time came Parley P. Pratt to Toronto with a letter of introduction 
that a merchant had given him to Taylor, who, not knowing anything of 
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Pratt’s mission until later, was told how Heber C. Kimball and others 
came to his house in Kirtland, Ohio, after he and his wife had retired. 
Heber requested him to get up as he had a prophecy to deliver to him: 
“Arise and go forth, take no thought for the necessaries of life, for the 
Lord will supply you all things; thou shalt go to Upper Canada even to 
the City of Toronto; then thou shalt find a people prepared for the Gospel, 
and they shall receive thee, and thou shalt organize the church among 
them, and the Gospel shall spread, and from the things growing out of 
this mission shall the fullness of the Gospel spread into England.” After 
Pratt’s preaching several sermons, John Taylor with others received the 
good tidings and joined the church, and from that day until the day of 
his death he was a zealous worker. 

The other part of Heber C. Kimball’s prophecy was also literally fulfilled 
as he gave it to Parley P. Pratt, for on the 8th day of August, 1839, he left 
Montrose to fill his mission. In Nauvoo Elder Taylor joined Wilford 
Woodruff, who was scarcely able t® drag himself along, and who remarked 
that he felt and looked more like a subject for the dissecting-table than a 
missionary. (Look at President Woodruff now, 55 years afterwards!) 
These two were among the first to take the glad tidings to England. The 
thousands that heard them there will remember with what pleasure they 
were received in that land. To speak and to write was John Taylor’s 
pleasure; if his children, grandchildren, and the young of Utah had heard 
him, as I have heard him, and read his editorials on the duty of the Saints, 
they would be proud of him. I will here advise his children and grand- 
children and all the young people of Utah to read his “Life,” by B. H. 
Roberts; but even that book can give you but a faint idea of the great, 
good and brave man. He was a server of the Lord, and a champion of 
human rights. He was shot with five bullets at Carthage Jail when 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith were killed. Hear what he says: “When I 
reflect that our noble chieftain, the Prophet of the living God, had fallen, 
and that I had seen his brother in the cold embrace of death, it seemed 
as though there was a void or a vacuum in the great field of human exist- 
ence to me, and a dark, gloomy chasm in the kingdom, and that we were 
left alone. Oh, how lonely was that feeling! How cold, barren and deso- 
late was that thought!” 

The bullet that was aimed at John Taylor’s heart buried itself in his 
watch; he suffered and lingered many months between life and death. 
On getting well, hear what he says: “I shall never forget the feeling of 
gratitude that I then experienced towards my Heavenly Father (when he 
found how his life was saved). I felt that the Lord had preserved me by 
a special act of mercy; that my time had not yet come, and that I had 
still a work to perform upon the earth.” The hands of the watch stood at 
five o'clock, sixteen minutes and twenty-two seconds, thus marking the 
moment when its possessor stood between time and eternity. That he 
was preserved for a great work, and that he did that work and did it well, 
all those that knew him can testify. In organizing the people into com- 
panies to move from Nauvoo to Council Bluffs, and getting them quar- 
tered away from the mobs to prepare a large company to live, and after- 
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wards to prepare them to follow the Pioneers, was no small job. He had 
no sooner landed them at the Bluffs before he was again called to go to 
England on important business. When he returned President Young 
with Elder Woodruff and others were ready to start West; no one knew 
where they were going—they were led by faith. Elder Taylor was left 
in charge; it was he that sent men out into Iowa and Missiouri to trade 
horses for cattle, buy corn and flour. When a company of one hundred 
wagons was ready they started out. His company consisted of 1,300 souls; 
more than half were women and children, some of the men having gone 
with the Pioneers, and five hundred men with the Mormon Battalion. It 
was a brave undertaking to start with this train through hostile Indians. 
Parley P. Pratt took the lead with fifty wagons, then Elder Taylor with 
fifty ; Charles C. Rich between them with a small cannon. These trains 
kept as close together as grass and water would permit. 

On, on, these pilgrims traveled, and what faith they must have had! 
Think of it, young people; five hundréd brothers, husbands, and sweet- 
hearts, marching to the then far off land of Mexico to war, perhaps never 
to be seen again, and still others ahead, with but a handful of men in the 
midst of Indians and a wilderness! How often must the thought have 
occurred, “O where is my husband to-night! or my brother! or my lover?” 
What fortitude these grand, brave people must have possessed. They 
were men and women that must have been born for the occasion. Still, 
they were in a manner happy, for they would pray and sing and make the 
best of it. 

In all these anxieties, labors, fears, hopes and rejoicings Elder Taylor 
took part. Many leaned on his strength in those days. When despair 
settled over the colony he infused it with hope; when the weak faltered 
he strengthened them; when the fearful trembled he encouraged them; 
those cast down with sorrow he comforted and cheered. His faith and 
trust in God, and in His power to preserve and deliver His people, was as 
unshaken in the midst of the difficulties in coming to and settling these 
valleys of Utah as it had been in the midst of mob violence in Missouri 
and Illinois; as unmoved as it was amid the confused shouts and curses, 
groans and shriekings and murderous bullets, all mingling together, that 
made up that scene of hell and death in Carthage jail. What caused fear 
in others provoked merriment in him. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The large wholesale and retail drapery, carpet and upholstery stores of Arnot & Co., 
Dublin, Ireland, were burned May 4. Three hundred employes, sleeping on the prem- 
ises, escaped; damage $1,000,000. 

The towns of Kunkel and Montpelier, Ohio, U.S.A., have been visited by a destruc- 
tive cyclone, as a result of which fifteen perssns were killed and many injured. The 
damage to property has been extensive. 


Forty-three Coxeyites have, at Spokane, Washington, U.S.A., been sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment ranging from two to six months, for stealing a train with the object of 
visiting Washington D. C., to lay their grievances before Congress. 


| 

| 

| 

| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 375 


The steamship Philadelphia, arriving at New York on May 17, from Curaco, brings 
further details of the earthquake in north-western Venezuela, South America. The 
shock of April 27 occurred at 10-15 in the morning and lasted over two minutes. It is 
believed to be of longer continuous duration than any shock before experienced. More 
than half the population of six large cities were killed. Those who escaped death were 
forced to flee from their tumbling homes. In the city of Merida 150 soldiers were instantly 
killed. The six cities visited by the earthquake are situated in a mountainous district. 


The coal strike in America has now extended to the West. In Colorado the miners 
have also joined the forces and have at once begun rioting in order to induce other men 
to go out with them. Eleven men working in the Strong Mine, near Cripple Creek, in 
that State have been killed by the strikers. They were in the mine May 25, at work, 
whereupon the strikers exploded the shaft-house with powder, causing a loss of $25,000. 
They then deliberately dropped 100 pounds of giant-powder down the shaft exploding it, 
and killing the miners who were at work. They have now encountered the officers and 
a battle has taken place in which a number of the strikers were killed. They are well 
organized and strongly encamped. In the Southern States, where there were such bloody 
riots about two years ago, the coal miners are also becoming uneasy and some of them 
are again agitating the question of convict labor and seeking to arouse opposition to this 
class of miners. In the Eastern States the excitement is growing intense and the strike 
has now assumed proportions never before witnessed. 


Boston has had a great fire. It commenced in the League Baseball grounds, May 15, 
by a number of boys lighting a pile of shavings under the seats of the grand stand, 
then running away. The fire raged for three hours and a half, at the close of which 117 
houses had been destroyed, an area of 20 acres having been burned over. The loss will 
reach $1,000,000. Several hundred families have been made homeless and a number of 
firemen have been seriously injured. The fire was beyond control before the 3,600 people 
sitting on the seats were made aware of their peril. On May 18 another fire broke out in 
a block of buildings on State Street used by the govérnment as a bonded warehouse. It 
contained goods valued at over a million dollars which were destroyed. On May 15 New 
York was visited by a fire which destroyed a picnic resort causing a loss of $300,000. The 
same day the coal-yards adjoining the gasworks in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, caught fire 
and it was not brought under control until at least $750,000 worth of the material stored 
there had been destroyed. 


America has suffered severely from cyclones and fearful floods during the close of last 
month. On Thursday, May 17, a flood swept down the valley of the Black River, Wis- 
consin, taking away farm houses, bridges and other property. The whole of the country 
from Chippewa Falls and the Bloomer Valley is under water. The loss in the Chippewa 
valley is estimated at $2,000,000, while at the Falls the damage to streets and bridges is 
placed at $500,000. In eastern Pennsylvania and western New York the country has 
suffered severely from the rising of the rivers. Many bridges have been swept away and 
much property destroyed. The loss in Lycoming County, Pensylvania, alone, is placed 
at $10,000,000, of which Williamsburg, the county seat, has sustained a loss of $1,500,000. 
Ohio was visited by a wind storm on May 18 that did much damage. The wind traveled 
with a velocity of sixty miles an hour and carried everything before it. Many reports of 
fearful deaths are to hand. One family named Barrett saw the approach of the tornado 
and sought to escape it. Mrs. Barrett was swept off her feet and carried a quarter of a 
mile and dropped into the cemetery, where afterwards her dismembered and mutilated 
body and limbs were picked up at various points. Two girlénamed Martha and Myra 
Debo were terribly mangled. The skull of Martha, the elder girl, was fractured. The 
younger girl lay almost in the arms of her sister with all the bones in her body broken. 
Other persons were fearfully mutilated. On Lake Michigan the storm did much havoc, 
wrecking steamers and causing loss of property and life. Wrecks are said to be dotting 
the shore for a distance of forty miles.jjFrom out West come reports of snow and rain and 
such cold weather that thousands of sheep have succumbed. It is estimated that in two 
days 20,000 sheep were frozen to death along the foothills of the Sierra Nevada range. 
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MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1894. 


TEACHING THE SAME DOCTRINE. 


Now, I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
e all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; 
ut that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 

judgment. 1 Cor.i: 10. 


These words were written by Paul to the saints at Corinth. From the 
context we glean that he had good cause for writing this admonition. 
The saints were becoming divided; instead of being united in following 
the teachings of the apostles they began to choose their favorites, appar- 
ently thinking it of more importance to cling to the skirts of some of the 
authorities of the church than to be guided by the Spirit of God which 
they had received by the laying on of the apostles’ hands. 

The description he gives further on in this chapter of the condition of 
the saints in this church appears to fit Christendom at the present day. 
Nothing will be said against the honesty or the sincerity of those who 
call themselves by various special names and by the general name of 
Christians, for there are thousands who are as sincere in their belief as 
any of the saints to whom Paul wrote, but it is of the condition in which 
they find themselves that we would speak. 

Peter, in his second epistle, says that “prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.” This tells us in a few words that all the ancient prophets 
spake by the Holy Ghost, and wherever they spake of the same thing 
they spake of it alike. The apostles who were called by the Savior did 
the same thing and they advised the saints to follow their example. How 
was this to be done? Why, by the power of the Spirit of God which was 
bestowed upon them for that very purpose. 

The office of the Holy Spirit is to lead into all truth. If such be the 
case then it will not lead us into error. It is only when we are not in 
possession of that Spirit that we are likely to go astray and imbibe wrong 
ideas and then teach them for doctrine. It was this that Paul was writing 
about, and it is this which has caused all the confusion that even now 
exists in the world in regard to religious teaching. 

We find honest-hearted souls contending with each other on points of 
doctrine, each attempting to sustain his or her position by reference to the 
Holy Scriptures. Why do they not each speak the same thing? Those 
who tell the Elders of Israel that they are already saved through the grace 
of God, are yet contending for some of their cherished points of doctrine. 
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Here is an inconsistency that will be apparent by a few quotations. Jesus 
said: “This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true Gad, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” Paul declares, in addition, that 
“No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” As 
life eternal is to be found in knowing God and His Son, and no one 
can say that Jesus Christ is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost, the logical 
conclusion is that in order to obtain eternal life, or to be saved, one must 
be possessed of the Holy Ghost. If possessed of this Spirit then they 
should all speak the same thing. How is it then that those who call 
themselves saved differ, not only on points of doctrine, but also upon the 
actual plan of salvation—the method whereby others can be born anew 
and enter into a newness of life? If they differ, they are not speaking by 
the Spirit of God; and if they are not speaking by the Spirit of God they 
can in no wise lay any claim to the salvation that they say they have 
already obtained while in this iniperfect and sinful world. If their claims 
to salvation are void, no matter how_earnest they may be in their belief, 
is it not possible that they may be/equally mistaken as to the method 
whereby mankind is to be saved?-Certainly, and in this answer lies the 
reason for the division into so many sects of to-day. This is why Chris- 
tendom presents the divided appearance it does to-day. It is because its 
members are void of that Spirit which, by leading them into all truth, was 
to teach them the same doctrine, that they might all speak the same thing 
and believe alike. Not until a unity of faith is established upon the earth 
can it be conceded that the Holy Spirit is possessed by the people of the 
earth, even if they possess what is known as Christianity. 

The Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints declare 
that they have the true Gospel, that God has restored it again with all its 
ancient gifts and blessings. The world can here test the validity of the 
claim. Do these Elders claim to be possessed of the Holy Spirit and speak- 
ing by its influence in presenting the Gospel? Yes. Do they then always 
teach the same thing? This is an important question and if an affirmative 
answer is verified by the investigator it must furnish one great proof to 
the divinity of the work in which the Elders are engaged. Go where you 
will, wherever the Elders of Israel are traveling and preaching the Gospel 
to-day, and they will be found teaching the same truths. It matters not if 
they are found at home or among the various states of America; whether 
in England, Scandinavia or Germany; whether on the Islands of the Sea, 
China, Japan, Hindostan, or even up in frozen Iceland. In any part of 
the world where they are sent they invariably teach the same Gospel. 
How is this possible? They have not been sent to colleges there to receive 
a learning that shall enable them to do this; and even if they had there 
would be no certainty of their teaching the same thing, as we see that the 
ministers of to-day, who are almost invariably college-taught, fail to speak 
alike. They are taken from the farm, the workshop, the store and the 
office, even from the mountain ranges where they have tended their flocks, 
and sent forth with the message of truth. They are sent from Utah, from 
Idaho, from Arizona, from Wyoming, from Colorado, New Mexico and 
even Old Mexico, yet they speak the same thing. Is it possible that the 
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honest investigator can discover this fact and still not see that there is 
something beside human thought and human effort in this work? No- 
where on earth is found a people who can do the same thing. The strictest 
sect in existence, if it has gained any considerable number of adherents, 
may hold similar views with other sects on certain fundamental principles 
of their belief, but on all other things they differ. Not so with the Latter- 
day Saints. Every detail of the Gospel, so far as it pertains to the salva- 
tion of mankind, is understood and taught alike. 

In this they are doing just what Paul advised the saints of Corinth to 
do, “speak the same thing;” and as all other churches have failed to do 
so the Latter-day Saints have the proof on their side that the claim‘ that 
the ancient power of the church has been restored, is not made without 
good grounds; and it behoves all who are seeking for eternal life to in- 
vestigate the principles taught by the Latter-day Saints and see if beneath 
them lies not hidden the power that has for so many years been taken 
from the earth owing to the wickedness of the people and the power of 
the evil one. Should such an investigation lead to a conviction of the 
truth, then let those who fear God more than man embrace these prin- 
ciples of eternal life and learn for themselves that the power of God is 
once more felt and enjoyed among men upon the earth. J. V. B. 


ARRIVALS.—The following missionaries from Utah and Idaho arrived in 
Liverpool, per the Guion steamer Arizona, June 5, 1894: H. A. Tuckett, of 
Salt Lake City; James W. Saville, of Mill Creek, Salt Lake County, and 
Edward Tuttle, of Oakley, Idaho. Accompanying them was Prof. James 
E. Talmage, who is on a visit in the interest of the Deseret Museum, of 
Utah. He will attend the meeting of the Museums Association, in which 
the Deseret Museum holds a membership and is entitled toa vote. The 
meeting will this year be held in Dublin, June 26. Prof. Talmage will also 
attend a meeting of the Royal Microscopical Society to be held in London, 
June 20. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elder H. A. Tuckett has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in the London Conference. 

Elder James W. Saville has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Edward Tuttle has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Norwich Conference. 


A VISIT TO GERMANY. 


Charlottenburg, Prussia, May 26, 1894. 
On our arrival in Dresden we were met by Elders William Tobler and 
Albert Schoenfeld, who were laboring in that place. Dresden is the 
capital of Saxony, which is, in the main, protestantic, though the king is 
Catholic. More freedom is enjoyed by the Saints in Saxony than the 
Saints enjoy in South Germany. Some time ago the Elders here obtained 
permission from the authorities of the city to distribute tracts among the 


people, a privilege of which they are diligently taking advantage. This 


| 

| 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 379 


branch consists of some thirteen members, most of whom have been bap- 
tized during the last year. We had avery nice meeting with the Saints 
and a few invited friends in the evening. 

Next day we went to Sorau, where Brother Ernst met us with his team 
and took us out to his home in Droskau, some five miles distant. Sorau is 
the place where Elder David H. Cannon spent the last days of his earthly 
mission. The Saints hold his memory in dear remembrance and love to 
talk about him. In this branch there are nearly forty Saints who have 
been baptized during the last two years. We found them to be a good, 
warm-hearted people, full of the spirit of the Gospel and rejoicing in 
having their names enrolled among the Saints. 

The authorities here are very intolerant towards us, and the people 
are moved upon by a spirit of persecution. The Saints are not allowed 
to hold meetings, and lately three Elders have been banished from that 
branch. As this left this branch without any of our missionaries, 
Brother Ernst was ordained an elder and appointed to preside over the 
Saints there. He has their confidence and appears to be raised up for 
the place. As we are not allowed to hold meetings without permission 
Brother Ernst went to the “amtsversteher,” the chief civil officer in the 
district, and asked leave to hold a meeting in the evening at his own 
house. The officer said he would himself attend the meeting. He 
arrived in company with a young priest, the son of the leading clergy- 
man of the place. He examined some of our books and listened atten- 
tively to President Naegle explaining the principles of our faith. When 
Brother Naegle had finished he asked permission to address the con- 
gregation and occupied some fifteen minutes in speaking. He admitted 
that President Naegle had not urged emigration, “but,” said he, “I have 
studied your published works and I find your faith inculcates the 
principle of gathering. Your purpose is to fill up Utah. I do not see 
what object any one can have in joining your religion who intends to 
remain here.” President Naegle replied: “The object of joining our 
Church is not to emigrate, but to obtain the blessings of the Gospel of 
Christ through obedience to His commandments, and those who join the 
Church in sincerity feel richly rewarded though they be persecuted of men.” 
The “amtsversteher” said: “Instead of bringing peace you cause discord 
among the people and disquiet their consciences.” A sister arose and said: 
“Mr. ‘Amtsversteher,’ I desire to give you my testimony that I never en- 
joyed such peace and joy before [ joined the Latter-day Saints as I have 
since, I know this work is of God.” The officer said: “Your religion is 
not recognized in Prussia; you have therefore no right to exercise it. You 
say you believe in honoring the law of the land and yet you preach not 
to baptize little children which is commanded by law.” A sister said: 
“My child has been blessed according to the pattern given us by Jesus, 
and I do not wish it baptized until it understands what it is doing.” The 
priest said: “Then you can not have the privilege of sending your child 
to school.” “Very well,” she said, “then I will teach it myself. In this 
- matter I can not go contrary to the law of God.” She spoke in a pleasant 
voice but with an earnestness which showed the officer that she spoke 
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from deep conviction. He repeated that the law of the land did not give 
the Latter-day Saints freedom to exercise their religion. One of the 
brethren said: “I have served my ‘Kaiser,’ I have fought and bled for 
German: freedom: am I now to be worse than a slave, and not dare to 
believe and do what the Scriptures teach me is truth?” “So is the law of 
the land,” said the officer. “You are mistaken,” said a gentleman not in 
the Church, “the law does not compel us to have our children baptized, 
nor to believe what we know is wrong.” I was much pleased to hear the 
replies from the Saints and the strangers. An officer of the law in Prussia 
is an “awe-inspiring” personage, but the presence of this man could not 
cow so strong religious convictions as those he faced that night. He left, 
allowing the meeting to go on. 

There were some two hundred persons present in and around the house. 
Nearly all the Sainte of the branch were present. Some had walked as 
much as fifteen miles to attend the meeting and rejoiced greatly in having 
the privilege of meeting with the Saints and being instructed in their holy 
faith.> It was late before the Saints left, as all were loth to separate. 
Some of the Saints have been summoned to appear before the courts, and 
they will probably be fined for having allowed the Elders that were 
afterwards banished to speak in their houses. 

We visited the Saints in Sorau next day, and learned that when they 
left Droskau in the night they were pursued by a mob which threw stones 
at them. One sister had been badly hurt by a large stone hitting her in 
the back, another sister was thrown in a ditch; but this had not discour- 
aged them. The joy which beamed from their countenances told plainly 
that persecution does not kill faith, or even make those persecuted for 
religion’s sake downhearted. We felt that the Lord has a good people 
there and that many there will yet accept the truth. 

We arrived here last night and anticipate having a nice time with the 
Sainte of Berlin to-morrow. AntHon H. Lunn. 


ONE OF SISTER SNOW’S POEMS. 


A. M. Buanonarp of North Ogden has favored the Deseret News with the 
oupy of a poem, theretofore unpublished, which he treasures as a choice 
memento of Zion’s poetess, Eliza R. Snow Smith. Shortly after her return 
from Palestine, in 1874, the authoress was at the home of Brother Blan- 
chard, who then resided in Springville, and presented him with a copy of 
the poem, which she requested be not given for publication during her 
lifetime. Now that the gifted authoress has passed from mortality, the 
News has given space to the poetic gem :— 


Man’s tide of existence is fearfully 
From God 


We wake into being--how hopeless at birth ! 
How short, at the longest, our on earth 


The germ of 
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As a father transmits from the father to son, 
So God, our Creator, our Father, has done ; 
No attribute God in His glorified form 
Possesses, 


tbut man, too, inherits the germ. 


Though frail and im unlearned and unwise, 
endowed with needful to rise 

From an embryo state onward, upward—at length 
To a fullness of knowledge, of wisdom and strength. 


He’s his own acting agent with freedom to choose — 
With power to accept, and with power to refuse— 
With a future before him, the sequel of life, 

Tow this is a preface, with consequence 


He should learn how to strengthen this life’s feeble chain 
And back the longevity rightful to gain ; 


Develop ability, greatness and worth, 
By and improving the earth. 


He should squander no talent, no health and no time, 
All, all are important—age, manhood and prime; 

As we sow we sball reap—what we earn we'll receive — 
We'll be judged by our work —not by what we believe. 


We're now laying foundations for what we shall be, 
For life’s current extends to Eternity’s sea |! 
whatever debases, ennobles, re 
our acts we imprint in indelible lines, 


We're the offspring of God: We should never degrade 
The form which at first in His image was made; 

If we honor our tm Samy callings while here, 

We'll secure an ad to life’s higher sphere. 


In the likeness of Dui fully formed— 
With his own noble at tes richly adorned ; 


Perfected in body and perfect in ming. 
E.isa R. Syow. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF HENRY W. BIGLER. 


Hznry W. Biaier an aged pioneer has given a brief outline of his life 
in the columns of the Deseret News from which we make the following 
extract :— 

“My father’s name was Jacob; he was the son of Jacob and Hannah 
Bigler, both being Pennsylvania Dutch. My mother’s maiden name was 
Elizabeth Harvey. She was of English parentage. I was born on the 
28th of August, 1815, near the village of Shinnston, Harrison County, New 
Virginia, as it was then called, now West Virginia. The country was new 
and, as it were, I was born and brought up in the woods. Game abounded 
and at proper seasons of the year my father’s table was supplied with 
fat venison, turkey and wild honey. I grew fond of a gun and when 
about 16 or 17 years of age was made the owner of a rifle and like young 
Boone spent much of my time in hunting when I should have been in 
school. My parents were poor but honest and religiously inclined. 

“Schools in those days were poorly provided for. There were no black- 
_ boards and nice benches with backs; and to learn to spell, read, write and 
to cipher as far as the rule of three was a finished education. I do not 
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remember that grammar and geography were ever taught in any of the 
schools to which my father sent me. 

“In 1836 two ‘Mormon’ Elders came into the neighborhood and com- 
menced preaching and baptizing. Soon afterwards others came, among 
the latter our esteemed brother the late George A. Smith, then a mere 
youth. I well remember the first time I heard him preach. It was in 
Shinnston. He had a good congregation. He read the third chapter of 
the second Epistle of Peter, and dwelt largely on the first four verses. In 
a little while a large branch was built up and if I remember right it was 
called the Jones Rua branch, and was presided over by Elder John Lyons. 

“My father’s family joined the Church together with many of our rela- 
tives and neighbors. It was reported that I was baptized in a horse track 
filled with water. This was because I was small of my age and somebody 
wanted to say something funny. In the fall of 1838 my father, together 
with others of the branch, moved up to Far West, Missouri, where they 
arrived in time to be driven out of the state in common with the whole 
Church. I had gone up in advance early in the spring of that year. I 
was at Diahman, in Davies County, in company with the Prophet and 
others and visited Adam’s altar. Joseph sat on his horse and told things 
about it which, I am sorry to say, have now left me. That same afternoon 
we went to Lyman Wight’s. He lived ina little unhewed log cabin near 
the banks of Grand river. There I heard David Patten tell a vision he 
had. He said he saw Cain standing in a tent door and he was black as 
the ace of spades. 

“T was at Diahman when an army camethere. They were in camp there 
for several days, the officers giving passes or permits to the Saints to 
leave the state. They gave me a paper to leave without being molested. 
1 wish I had been smart and taken care of it tothis day. The soldiers 
took delight in shooting chickens belonging to our people. By early 
spring nearly all the Saints had left the state, and had fled to Illinois, 
where they were kindly received.” 

As Elder Bigler has modestly refrained from narrating the notable 
events with which he was connected in the prime and later years of his 
life, the News briefly mentions two which were closely associated with 
each other and also with the opening up to the world of western America. 
One is the fact that Henry W. Bigler was a member of the “Mormon” 
Battalion, whose memorable work holds an important place in the history 
of the people of Utah. The other is that Elder Bigler was the first to record 
the great discovery of gold in California. As a member of the “Mormon” 
Battalion he was in that section of the country and with others obtained 
work from Sutter’s Fort, near Sacramento. James W. Marshall and a 
number of others went to Coloma, forty-five miles distant, and built a 
sawmill. In January, 1848, the water was turned into the mill race to 
carry away some loose dirt and gravel. After it was turned off Mr. 
Marshall went into the race to ascertain the extent of some slight damage, 
when he discovered some particles of yellow metal, and picked up several 


which he thought to be gold. Henry W. Bigler thus records this event in 
his diary :— 
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“Monday, 24th. This day some kind of metal was found in the tail race 
that looks like gold.” 

The yellow particles were sent to the assayer and tested, the result being 
thus recorded by Mr. Bigler on Sunday, January 30, 1848, six days after 
the discovery was made: 

“Clear, and has been all the last week. Our metal has been tried and 
proves to be gold. It is thought to be rich. We have picked up more 
than a hundred dollars’ worth last week.” 

Elder Bigler’s experience in connection with these two incidents only 
would make an interesting chapter. So also would that of scores of others, 
in relation to other important events, who are now numbered with a 
generation almost passed away. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Edgar White of Pleasant Grove had his foot crushed by a horse falling upon it. 

A little girl named Stevenson while in City Creek Canyon, east of Salt Lake City, April 
21, fell down a steep bank. She cut a deep gash over the right temple and was rendered 
unconscious. 

Word has been received at Provo from Fillmore announcing that a five-year-old girl of 
Urson Holbrook and a son of Joe Ray, of about the same age, were drowned at the latter 
place, May 12. 

Mrs. Foot, an old lady, met with a painful and serious accident May 7, while watching 
& merry-go-round near the Knutsford hotel. Her right arm was struck by a projection 
from the revolving machinery and broken below the elbow in two places. 


About noon on May 9, Mrs. Joseph Park of Provo went out to look for her little two- 
year-old boy, whom she had missed a very short time before. She found him in the 
ditch in front of the house with life apparently extinct. Neighbors worked with the 
child for about two hours, trying to restore life, but failed. He had evidently fallen off 
the foot-board across the ditch. 


A collection of mummified human remains and other relics of the ancient peoples 
once inhabiting the valleys of Utah, which collection had been on exhibition in Salt 
Lake City for several weeks, has been purchased entirely by the Deseret Museum. In 
this connection it may be pointed out what is not generally known—that the Deseret 
Museum received full recognition in the Museums’ Association of the world, the head- 
quarters of which distinguished organization is in Great Britain. The Deseret Museum 
was represented by its president, Prof. James E. Talmage, at the London meeting of the 
association in June, 1893, and will be similarly represented at the meeting to be held in 
Dublin this present month. _ 

A type foundry has recently been opened in Salt Lake Vity. This is a new industry. 
Several of the machines are unique in design and were invented by Mr. McLaren, 
no others similiar to them being in existence. Among others may be mentioned a 
lead shaving machine, which works automatically, and can be adjusted to make any 
sized lead. The capacity of the type-caster is seventy-five pounds brevier per day, that 
of the lead furnace 400 pounds of metal, and the machine for spaces and quads fifty 
pounds per day. Another ingenious device is a mould for casting slugs, so arranged that 
they can be cast from nonpareil to any sized body required. Metal furniture from two 
to ten ems can alse be made, and all sorts of electrotyping done. Nearly 3,000 business 
electros have been made there for Salt Lake City people and are equal to those made 
anywhere in the East. 
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